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„Always-on, multitasking work environments are killing productivity, 
dampening creativity, and making us unhappy.“ (Dean, Webb, 2011)

Information overload and attention scarcity are social and industrial issues threatening human well-being and productivity. The project 'Raising 
Attention' aims at opening the door for comprehensive research and development in the integration of human attention as the key factor for the 
design of future technical HCI and ICT systems. We pursue the next step in the evolution from 'classic' AI to a new abstraction layer which can 
be summarized as 'Cognitive ICT'. This requires a general and highly interdisciplinary scientific and industrial mobilization to achieve the 
necessary rising of public and political awareness.

Such a proposition requires a broadly based commitment of relevant key players in the scientific community as well as in the industry and in 
political policy makers. For this purpose, we try to initialize an (Inter-)national attention research initiative, embracing research from all relevant 
interdisciplinary fields as e.g. psychology, neurology, behaviorism, HCI, ICT, ethics, social sciences and economic sciences, with the goals to:

  • unify scientific approaches across interdisciplinary institutions
  • create visions and roadmaps: Identification of key research challenges
  • raise awareness: scientific and industrial mobilization
  • lay ground for an austrian flagship project

These goals will be pursued in the scope of an interdisciplinary academic round table in cooperation with the Austrian Computer Society (OCG), 
to mobilize and bring together the european excellence of attention research.This event will be held in the context of the national kickoff event 
for the Horizon 2020 research program in Vienna (January 21st, 2014).



'Raising Attention' Open Round Table, Monday 20.01.2014
Expat Center Vienna, Schmerlingplatz 3, 1010 Wien

  Program
 17:00 Reception and Introduction
   
 17:15 Paying Attention: Visitors and Museums
  Mag. Florian Pollack, Head of Communications, Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien

  Catching the Customers Attention 
  Mag. Angelika Sery-Froschauer, CEO SERY* Creative Communications, Obfrau FV Werbung & Marktkommunikation WKÖ
 

  Attending while Driving
  Thomas Stottan, CEO AUDIO MOBIL
 

  Happy to Share with You
  Mag. Philipp Bodzenta, Director Public Affairs & Communications, Coca-Cola GmbH, Alpine & Hungary

 18:30 Podium Talks and Open Panel Discussion

Please express your interest of attending this event as soon as possible to info@raising-attention.org.

Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Alois Ferscha      
Institute for Pervasive Computing, JKU Linz

Invitation




