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Pedagogical Grammar 

Contact 

Email: thomas.rankin@jku.at  
My office hour is Monday 5:30pm (MZ106B). Please email me in advance to let me know if you would 
like to attend office hours. You can always e-mail with any questions or issues. For consultation on 
research papers, we can make alternative appointments in addition. 
 

Course Content 

This course surveys approaches to the teaching of grammar in foreign language instruction. We will 
consider the role of grammar in models of language teaching and critically explore their conceptual 
and empirical foundations. Students will reflect on the motivations for different approaches to the role 
of grammar in language teaching and be equipped to make decisions with respect to teaching practice 
based on knowledge from linguistics and language acquisition research. 
 
Learning Outcomes 

Students will: 

• be acquainted with theories about the teaching of grammar; 

• be able to reflect on why, when and how grammar can be taught effectively; 

• be able to critically engage with recommendations for classroom practice from SLA research; 

• be able to clearly synthesise, present and critique empirical and theoretical evidence for different 

approaches to grammar instruction.  

 

Assessment 

➢ 50%  BA/Seminar paper 
➢ 20% Presentation of paper research 
➢ 15% Research question and proposal 
➢ 10% Reading assignments (contribution to joint bibliography and weekly reading tasks) 
➢ 5%   Participation (leading Q&As after presentations, active class participation) 
 

You will be expected to hand in your work in electronic form. 

You must attend consistently. If you are absent more than twice, you will fail the course. Excessive 

lateness will be considered absence (pandemic measures notwithstanding). 
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Reading List 

Here is a list of some important references. Some of these will be set reading assignments available 

via Moodle, some are available in the Handapparat in MZ102B. A number of journals include 

relevant papers on issues of grammar pedagogy, instructed SLA, etc. For example: Language 

Teaching Research, Applied Linguistics, International Review of Applied Linguistics in Language 

Teaching, TESOL Quarterly, Language Learning.  
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