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Linguistic Awareness 

Contact 

Email: thomas.rankin@jku.at  
 

Course Content 

The aim of this course is to engage with notions of language awareness and knowledge about language 
(KAL), and to explore the pedagogical relevance of these. We will survey the conceptual and empirical 
underpinnings approaches to the learning / acquisition and teaching of language knowledge and 
language awareness. We will examine applications both from the perspective of the development of 
pedagogical content knowledge for teachers as well as the uses of these ideas in fostering learners’ 
language abilities. 
 
Learning Outcomes 

Students will: 

• be acquainted with concepts language awareness (LA) and knowledge about language (KAL); 

• be able to reflect critically on teaching recommendations based on LA and KAL; 

• be able to draw on theoretical and empirical research to develop syntheses; 

• be able to clearly present and critique the rationale for language learning/teaching 

recommendations 

 

Assessment 

➢ 50%  BA/Seminar paper 
➢ 20% Presentation of paper research 
➢ 15% Research question and proposal 
➢ 10% Reading assignments (contribution to joint bibliography and weekly reading tasks) 
➢ 5%   Participation (leading Q&As after presentations, active class participation) 
 

You will be expected to hand in your work in print and electronic form. 

You must attend consistently. If you are absent more than twice, you will fail the course. Excessive 

lateness will be considered absence (pandemic measures notwithstanding). 
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Reading List 

Here is a list of some important references. Some of these will be set reading assignments available 

via Moodle, some are available in the Handapparat in MZ102B. An important resource for research 

papers is the journal Language Awareness (papers available online via library). 

 

Andrews, S.J. (2001). The language awareness of the L2 teacher: its impact upon pedagogical 

practice. Language Awareness, 10(2/3), 75–90. 

Andrews, S.J. (2007). Teacher Language Awareness. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Bolitho, R. & Tomlinson, B. (1995). Discover English: A language awareness workbook. Oxford: 

Heinemann. 

Borg, S. (2015). Teacher Cognition and Language Education. London: Bloomsbury. 

Denham, K. & Lobeck, A. (eds.) (2010). Linguistics at school: Language awareness in primary and 

secondary education. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Garrett, P. & Cots, J.M. (eds.) (2018). The Routledge Handbook of Language Awareness. London: 

Routledge.  

Hawkins, E.W. (1999). Foreign Language Study and Language Awareness. Language Awareness, 8(3-

4), 124-142.  

Hornberger N.H. (ed.) (2008). Encyclopedia of Language and Education. Volume 6: Knowledge about 

Language. Boston: Springer 
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Roehr-Brackin, K. (2018). Metalinguistic Awareness and Second Language Acquisition. London: 

Routledge. 
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